Transfiguration Sunday

March 2, 2014
8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 a.m.

Athens First United Methodist Church

Welcome
Thank you for worshipping with us today. Our ushers and greeters are happy to help you find
your way. You may also pick up a map of the church in the narthex, at the front entrance of the
sanctuary. We’d love to get to know you, so please come for coffee, donuts and conversation
beginning at 9:30 every Sunday morning in Hancock Hall!

Worship

We ask that your cell phones be turned off or switched to silent and that you refrain from using flash
photography during worship. Each Sunday, the 11:00 service is broadcast on WRFC 960 AM, and the 9:45 and
11:00 services are streamed live at athensfirstumc.org/webcast.

Nursery Availability

For infants through four-year-olds
Sundays | 8:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.
Wednesdays | 5:30-8:00 p.m. kindergarten–grade 5

Children’s Church

For children in kindergarten through second grade
Wonder of Worship (W.O.W.), or Children’s Church, follows the Children’s Message during 11:00 Worship
all Sundays except for Communion Sundays. Worship activity bags (age appropriate for all preschool and
elementary children) are available every Sunday in the narthex and by the south entrance of the sanctuary.

Website

Please visit our website, athensfirstumc.org, for information about our ministries, to register for events, to give
online, to view our church wide calendar, and to listen to sermons from our sermon archive. We encourage
you to sign up for our newsletter that is emailed weekly by contacting amelia@athensfirstumc.org.

Church Office Hours

Monday through Friday | 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
If you need assistance, please call 706-543-1442. We are happy to help you!

Our Ministers and Program Directors

Chuck Hodges, Senior Minister | chuck@athensfirstumc.org | 706-206-5529
Martha Aenchbacher, Minister of Congregational Care | martha@athensfirstumc.org | 678-230-9708
Beth Dickinson, Minister of Discipleship | beth@athensfirstumc.org
Eric Fessler, Minister of Families with Youth | eric@athensfirstumc.org
Betsy Butler, Minister of Missions | betsy@athensfirstumc.org
Robin Stewart, Director of Children's Ministry | robinafumc@bellsouth.net
Stephen Mitchell, Director of Music | smitchell@athensfirstumc.org
Carol Reeves, Director of Children’s Music | creeves@athensfirstumc.org
Janis Maxwell, Director of Youth Music and Organist | janis@athensfirstumc.org
Rusty Wood, Director of Recreation | rusty@athensfirstumc.org
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The Worship of God
on
Transfiguration Sunday

Gathering
The Prelude

“O God Our Help in Ages Past” 			

The Welcome and Opening Prayer


Kerr
8:30 & 9:45 Led by Betsy Butler
11:00 Led by Martha Aenchbacher

The Call to Worship
9:45

11:00

“Shout with Joy” 

Courtney

“Come, Lord Jesus“

Patterson

Sung by the Sanctuary Choir

Sung by Octane | Grades 5 & 6
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
At this table all are blest.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Praise & Thanksgiving
*The Hymn 173

“Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”	

RATISBON

*The Prayer of Confession		

God of glory and mercy,
before his death in shame, your Son went to the mountain top,
and you revealed his life in glory.
Where prophets witnessed to him, you proclaimed him your Son,
but he returned to die among us.
Help us face evil with courage,
knowing that all things, even death,
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are subject to your transforming power.
Forgive us, O God, when we stumble in the darkness and turn away
from your face.
Strengthen us to walk in your brightness and live in your ways.
Enlighten the shadows that keep us from growing in your love and light.
Shower us with your grace, that we might shine as your people upon this
earth. Amen.

*The Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

*The Passing of the Peace
The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer


8:30 & 11:00 Led by Beth Dickinson

9:45 Led by Martha Aenchbacher
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory, forever. Amen.

Proclamation of the Word
The Offering
The Offertory Anthem
8:30

Special Music

Sung by Julie Caldwell

9:45 & 11:00 “The Glory of the Father” 			

Hovland

Sung by the Sanctuary Choir
The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. We beheld the glory of the Father, full of grace
and truth. In the beginning was the word. The word was with God. In Him was life: and the
life was the light of men. He came to his own, and his own received him not.

*Please stand as you are able.
The congregation speaks or sings the text in bold type.
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*The Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here
below! Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise
Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Scripture 

Matthew 5:21-24
“You have heard that it was said
to those of ancient times, ‘You shall
not murder’; and ‘whoever murders
shall be liable to judgment.’ 22 But
I say to you that if you are angry
with a brother or sister, you will
be liable to judgment; and if you
insult a brother or sister, you will
be liable to the council; and if you
say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to
21

The Message		


“The Law of the Garbage Truck”

the hell of fire. 23 So when you are
offering your gift at the altar, if
you remember that your brother or
sister has something against you,
24
leave your gift there before the
altar and go; first be reconciled to
your brother or sister, and then
come and offer your gift.”

Chuck Hodges

Response to the Word
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. Through Moses you revealed
yourself and gave us the law. Through Elijah you told of your desire for us. And so,
with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are filled
with your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
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name, who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna
in the highest.
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. He was the fulfillment of the
Law and the Prophets and was transfigured so that his face shone like the sun. By
the baptism of his suffering, death and resurrection you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant
by water and the Spirit. On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took
bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take,
eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” When
the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples,
and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured
out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of me.” And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts
in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living
sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on all gathered here, that we might be your light in the
world. Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine, that we might
be infused with the gift of your nourishing guidance. Transform us with your
nourishing grace, even as we eat of this bread and drink of this wine. Transfigure
us to be your presence in the world, even as we are redeemed and reclaimed by
your great love. By your Spirit, make us one with Christ, one with each other, and
one in ministry to the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at the
heavenly banquet. Through Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all
honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever more.
Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.

The Receiving of the Bread and Wine

At Athens First United Methodist Church, all are invited to commune at Christ’s table. If you need to
be served in your pew, please call this to the attention of an usher.

*The Hymn 360

“Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive”
Verses 1 and 4



ST. ANNE

*The Blessing
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*The Response 

“Depart in Peace”
Depart in peace, and may God’s grace sustain and bless you day by day.
Depart in joy and may His truth support and guide you in His way.

*The Postlude 

“Lord Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing” 	

Fedak

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
E. Pierce Arant, Jr. by Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Andela and family.

March Ushers
8:30 a.m. Jim Belger, Ann Brown,
Paul Brown, Larry Deal, Hugh
Larkey, Mack Lowery, Jim Lyons,
Candler Meadors, Olan Moore,
Bob Noble, Grace Rabek, Ken
Reece, Keith Wilson, Michael &
Sharon Broun
9:45 a.m. Chris Bostdorff, Tom
Cooper, David and Jane Disney,
Mark Ellison, Mark Firth, Tom
Hedges, Dan Lasseter, Jim Lyons,
Sharon Milton, Tom Milton, Al
Rogers, Bill Trigleth, Michelle
McNeill, & Reeves McNeill
11:00 a.m. Mark Graham, Mike
McCord, Charlie Upchurch III, Allan
Hixon, Mason McWhorter, Gene
Deal, Jim Lyons

Attendance on February 23
Sunday School ................................ 320
Total Worship .............................1,425
8:30 a.m...............................................155
9:45 a.m...............................................405
11:00 a.m.............................................779
Online......................................................86

Greeters
Becky and Lee Brinson, Dwight
Freshley, Judy Hill, Melanie Merhar,
and Dale and Ryan Nesbit, Will
Cunningham, Anna Alyssa McKoy

Financial Report
Budget for 2014

Amount Given YTD 
Goal for February
Amount after 3 Sundays

$2,431,008
$402,887
$181,208
$174,087

Offering Stewards
Bob Booth and Charlie Grimes,
co-chairman; Jim Lyons, Nat Carmack,
Henry Garrard, Nathan King, Al Hawley,
Sean Rogers, Charlie Upchurch III

First Light Acolytes
8:30 Dylan Wyrick, Peyton Shedd,
Annie Miller
9:45 Barrett McLanahan, Madeline
Jackson, Jack McLanahan
11:00 Glynn Chesser, Larsen Block,
James Chesser
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A DAY OF PRAYER
ASH WEDNESDAY MARCH 5 SUNRISE TO SUNRISE

Choose your time at athensfirstumc.org/dayofprayer.
A Child’s Guide to Prayer
WHAT IS PRAYER?

Prayer is communicating or talking with God. Speaking, writing, drawing,
singing or simply thinking about God and listening are ways you can pray.
God is willing to give us many good things as long as we ask for them in
accordance to His will. God answers our prayers with signs, the Holy Spirit, and
His Word, the Bible. “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all
your heart”. (Jeremiah 29:13)
WHY SHOULD WE PRAY?

God wants to spend time with us and prayer makes that possible. Imagine
trying to have a best friend without communicating with him or her. Prayer is
talking with God and seeking His direction for our lives. Praying also helps
keep us doing the right things. Jesus said, “Watch and pray so that you will not
fall into temptation.” (Matthew 26:41)
The ACTS method of prayer involves four steps:
Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication.
ADORATION: First, tell God how much you love him.
CONFESSION: Then, tell God about what you have done wrong and tell

him you are sorry. He will forgive you, but he asks that you don’t do this
thing again.
THANKSGIVING: Think about all the good things in your life.
SUPPLICATION: Pray for something you need help with, and for other people
who need God’s help.
CREATIVE WAYS TO PRAY

Sing “Jesus Loves Me” or other Christian song that you know well as part of
adoration. Draw a picture of all the things that you are thankful for. Write your
prayer as a letter to God and keep it in a special place. Play catch with a
friend and every time you catch the ball, say a name of someone you want
God to help.
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Member News
Sympathy

Heartfelt Christian sympathy is extended to Brian Orman and family in the loss
of his father, Rick Orman, on December 28 in Virginia.
Heartfelt Christian sympathy is extended to Priscilla and Archie Carroll in the
loss of their son, Bradley Carroll, on February 19 in Nevada.

New Arrivals

Congratulations to Alison and Brian Caudle on the birth of their daughter, Riley
Grace, on January 27. Riley is the granddaughter of Linda and Michael Timko.
Congratulations to Christina and Ben Bridges on the birth of their daughter,
June Marie, on February 9. June is the granddaughter of Mark and Dianne
Graham and Judy and Rik Bridges.
Congratulations to Paige and Chris Strahan on the birth of their son,
Christopher Ryan, on February 22. Christopher is the grandson of Pat and
Nelson Holland, and the great-grandson of Frances Holland.

Baptisms

Addison Verda Eldridge received the Sacrament of Baptism on February 23 in
our sanctuary. Addie is the daughter of Amanda and Doc Eldridge Jr. and the
granddaughter of Sheri and Doc Eldridge, Mike Young and Brenda Young.

Ways to Fish
For more information about fishing, visit athensfirstumc.org/im-new/sermons
and listen to January 26 sermon, “Those Called to Fish Must Fish.“

Newcomer Orientation | March 9

All guests are welcome to attend the Newcomer Orientation March 9 in
Hancock Hall. Two sessions are offered, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. No need to
R.S.V.P. Information about Athens First United Methodist will be shared,
including ways to get involved and how to become a member. Find out more
information online, athensfirstumc.org/newcomerorientations.
Contact: Martha Aenchbacher | martha@athensfirstumc.org
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Variety Show: Evolution of the Boy Band | Today

The Wesleyan Youth Choir’s annual Variety Show is today at 5:00 p.m. in Hancock
Hall. This is an opportunity for our church body to support our choir students
and ensure that their summer Choir Tour is financially possible for each of the
students. The love offering received during our performance tonight will go directly
towards this summer’s trip to New York City. Our students are eager to both sing
and serve at a variety of stops between Athens and the Big Apple, and they thank
you in advance for your generosity that makes it possible. We hope you will enjoy
Evolution of the Boy Band tonight. We look forward to a fun night of music and
dances from a variety of decades, presented with love and enthusiasm by members
of the Wesleyan Youth Choir and a number of special guest performers!
Contact: Janis Maxwell | janis@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper | March 4

Pack One will be hosting a pancake supper on Tuesday, March 4, from 5:307:00 p.m. Tickets can be purchased before Sunday School and the 11:00 a.m.
worship services today. Cub Scouts will be located outside of Hancock Hall
and in front of the preschool wings to sell tickets. Tickets are also available at
the door on March 4. The cost is $3 per person with a maximum family price
of $15. We hope you will come hungry!
Contact: Katy Brodrick | katybrodrick77@yahoo.com

Ash Wednesday Service | March 5

Join us for our Ash Wednesday service on March 5 at 6:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent. Lent
is the time when we prepare for Easter by observing a period of fasting,
repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline. During our service one of our
ministers will lightly rub the sign of the cross with ashes onto the foreheads of
worshipers. The use of ashes as a sign of mortality and repentance has a long
history in Jewish and Christian worship.

Lent for Everyone: Matthew | Begins March 12

Lent for Everyone: Matthew by N. T. Wright is an inspirational guide through
the Lenten season, from Ash Wednesday through the week after Easter. A
small-group study will meet on Wednesdays, March 12 through April 23 from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the John Wesley Parlor. Orientation is March 5 at 7:30
p.m. following the Ash Wednesday Service. The book is $10 or available on
Kindle. Register online or at the reception desk. Books also may be ordered for
personal use without being part of the study.
Contact: Dianne Morrison | dianne.morrison@gmail.com | 706-207-5538
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It’s Not Too Late | Men’s Study beginning March 12

It’s Not Too Late looks at three men and three women of the Bible who were
used mightily by God despite their previous mistakes. It reinforces the belief
that individuals can learn to focus on the potential of their future, not the
missteps of the past. This six-session men’s study is led by Keith Wilson on
Wednesday evenings beginning March 12 from 6-7:30 p.m. Registration is
requested, and the study cost is $12. Register online, athensfirstumc.org/
registration or at the reception desk.
Contact: Keith Wilson | kcw2236@gmail.com

Texas Boys Choir| March 17

On Monday, March 17 at 7:00 p.m. the Texas Boys Choir will perform a free
concert in our sanctuary as part of their 2014 Southeastern tour. The 51-voice
boy choir will perform a full and varied program including both classical music
and music from world, folk and popular traditions.
Contact: Stephen Mitchell | stephen@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Lenten Study: 24 Hours That Changed the World
Begins March 19

All are invited to participate in this churchwide Lenten study of Adam
Hamilton’s 24 Hours That Changed the World. This study begins March 19 and
meets each Wednesday through May 7, from 6:30–7:30 p.m. in Hancock Hall.
Pre-registration is requested online or at the reception desk. There is no cost,
but optional materials are available for purchase (daily devotional-$10,
book-$15). Childcare is available by registration. Volunteer opportunities are
available to help lead this study through greeting, being a table leader, or
facilitating a week of the study.
Contact: Beth Dickinson | beth@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Senior Fun Trip to Chattanooga | March 25

All persons 55 and older are welcome to join the Senior Fun Group and
to participate on their day trip to Chattanooga. The group will travel via
chartered bus to Chattanooga to visit Lookout Mountain and the Tennessee
Aquarium, see an IMAX show, and have lunch at Mt. Vernon. This trip costs
$80 and includes transportation, all attraction tickets, lunch, and snacks.
Space is limited. Contact Dan to reserve your spot.
Contact: Dan Maxey | mandmbks@gmail.com | 706-613-1562

Karl Jenkins’ Stabat Mater |March 30

The sanctuary choir with a full orchestra will be performing Karl Jenkins’
Stabat Mater at all three worship services, 8:15, 9:45, & 11:00 a.m., on Sunday,
March 30. Stabat Mater, composed in 2008 by Welsh composer Karl Jenkins, is
a powerful text that meditates on the suffering of Mary, Jesus Christ’s mother,
at the time of his crucifixion.
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Tijuana Mission Trip | April 2014

Consider serving in Tijuana, Mexico April 5–11, 2014. This trip has limited
space; only 25 spots are open! The initial team meeting is March 2 at 12:10
p.m. Contact Betsy Butler for further information.
Contact: Betsy Butler | betsy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Blood Drive | March 30

Volunteers are needed to both donate and serve at the Sunday, March 30,
blood drive in the gym. Sign up online through the American Red Cross
website to donate (search for sites with the zip code 30601). Contact Geoff Hill
or Betsy Butler to serve. Service opportunities include welcoming and signing
donors in, donating, and running the canteen.
Contact: Geoff Hill | glhill_42@yahoo.com or
Betsy Butler | betsy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Parenting with Purpose | March 30

Athens First United Methodist parents of children and youth, mark your
calendars for March 30 at 7 p.m. We have a special Parenting with Purpose
evening planned with guest speakers Mark and Katharyn Richt. The Richts will
be sharing their personal experiences of parenting with faith. Registration is
required, childcare will not be provided.
Contact: Robin Stewart | robinafumc@bellsouth.net | 706-543-1442

Children’s Choir Spring Program | April 27

At 4:00 p.m. on Sunday afternoon, April 27, the Children’s Choirs at Athens
First United Methodist Church will lead the congregation with their hearts,
hands, and voices in a special worship service in the sanctuary by scripture
readings, hymns, prayers, and anthems. We would like to invite you to join
us and experience worship through the eyes of the children. Following the
service you are also invited to gather for a covered dish fellowship meal in
Hancock Hall.
Contact: Carol Reeves | creeves@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

This Week

For a detailed calendar see our website, athensfirstumc.org/calendar.
Maps of the church are located in the narthex, at the front entrance of the sanctuary.

Sunday, March 2
Exodus 24: 12-18
8:30 a.m.

Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Preschool Nursery and Sunday School
The Steeple | 12

9:45 a.m.
			
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
12:10 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Sunday School Classes
Sack Lunch Ministry (Hull Street Entrance)
Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Women’s Study | One Thousand Gifts (Room 256)
Bridges Sunday School (Hull Dining Room)
April 2014 Tijuana Team Meeting
Volley Performance (Gym)
Walk to Emmaus Board Meeting (Room 119)
Cub Scout Pack 1 (Scout Hut)
Alleluia Ringers (Room 165)
Boundaries with Kids Small Group (Room 221)
Variety Show: Evolution of the Boy Band (Hancock Hall)
Disciple 2 (Room 254)
Disciple 1 (Room 256)

Monday, March 3
Psalm 99
7:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
1:15 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Fashion Fitness (Gym)
Men’s Bible Study (Hull Dining Room)
United Methodist Women Exec. Board Meeting (Room 254)
Monday Bible Study Group (John Wesley Parlor)
Children’s Basketball (Gym)
Trustees Meeting (Hull Dining Room)
Financial Peace Course (Room 256)
Volley Performance (Gym)

Tuesday, March 4
2 Peter 1:16-21
5:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Fashion Fitness (Gym)
Wesley Foundation Staff Meeting (Hull Dining Hall)
Community Bible Study Leaders Council (Youth Area)
Children’s Basketball (Gym)
Fashion Fitness (Room 126)
Cub Scouts Pancake Supper (Hancock Hall)
Winter Volleyball League (Gym)
Boy Scouts | Troop 1 (Scout Hut)

The Steeple | 13

Wednesday, March 5
Matthew 17:1-9
7:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
4:15 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

4:45 p.m.
5:15 p.m.

5:45 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Day of Prayer (Wherever your are; the chapel open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.)
Fashion Fitness (Room 126)
Gospel of John Bible Study (Hull Dining Room)
Beth Moore | The Law of Love (Room 252)
Women’s Study | One Thousand Gifts (Room 258)
Beth Moore | The Law of Love (Room 252)
Women’s Study | One Thousand Gifts (Room 256)
Children’s Lyric Choir and Celebrate Chimes (Music Suite)
Prayer Shawl Ministry (Room 221)
Fun Gym (Gym)
Chick-fil-a (Hull Dining Room)
Early Book Group (Room 261)
Jesus Calling Express Study (Room 252)
Route 56 GPS (Rooms 123-125)
Children’s Cherub, Celebrate, Sonshine, Joy Choirs, Lyric Chimes (Music Suite)
Connect Small Group | Dean (Room 255)
Ash Wednesday Service (Sanctuary)
Engage | One Student Ministries (Youth Area)
Adult Pickup Volleyball (Gym)
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Room 163)
Chamber Ensemble (Room 163)

Thursday, March 6
Psalm 2
5:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Day of Prayer Concludes at 7 a.m.
Fashion Fitness (Gym)
Altar Guild Meeting (Room 119)
Community Bible Study
Souper Supper (Hancock Hall)
Fashion Fitness (Room 126)
Winter Volleyball League (Gym)

Friday, March 7
Genesis 14:17-24
5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Children’s Basketball (Gym)
REACH International Bible Study and Dinner (Adult Sunday School Hall)

Saturday, March 8
Psalm 118:26-29
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