The Fifth Sunday in Lent
April 6, 2014
8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 a.m.

Welcome
Thank you for worshipping with us today. Our ushers and greeters are happy to help you find
your way. You may also pick up a map of the church in the narthex, at the front entrance of the
sanctuary. We’d love to get to know you, so please come for coffee, donuts and conversation
beginning at 9:30 every Sunday morning in Hancock Hall!

Worship

We ask that your cell phones be turned off or switched to silent and that you refrain from using flash
photography during worship. Each Sunday, the 11:00 service is broadcast on WRFC 960 AM, and the 9:45 and
11:00 services are streamed live at athensfirstumc.org/webcast.

Nursery Availability

For infants through four-year-olds
Sundays | 8:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.
Wednesdays | 5:30–8:00 p.m. kindergarten–grade 5

Children’s Church

For children in kindergarten through second grade
Wonder of Worship (W.O.W.), or Children’s Church, follows the Children’s Message during 11:00 Worship
all Sundays except for Communion Sundays. Worship activity bags (age appropriate for all preschool and
elementary children) are available every Sunday in the narthex and by the south entrance of the sanctuary.

Website

Please visit our website, athensfirstumc.org, for information about our ministries, to register for events, to give
online, to view our church wide calendar, and to listen to sermons from our sermon archive. We encourage
you to sign up for our newsletter that is emailed weekly by contacting amelia@athensfirstumc.org.

Church Office Hours

Monday through Friday | 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
If you need assistance, please call 706-543-1442. We are happy to help you!

Our Ministers and Program Directors

Chuck Hodges, Senior Minister | chuck@athensfirstumc.org | 706-206-5529
Martha Aenchbacher, Minister of Congregational Care | martha@athensfirstumc.org | 678-230-9708
Beth Dickinson, Minister of Discipleship | beth@athensfirstumc.org
Betsy Butler, Minister of Missions | betsy@athensfirstumc.org
Josh Miles, Assistant Minister of Families with Youth | josh@athensfirstumc.org
Robin Stewart, Director of Children's Ministry | robinafumc@bellsouth.net
Stephen Mitchell, Director of Music | smitchell@athensfirstumc.org
Carol Reeves, Director of Children’s Music | creeves@athensfirstumc.org
Janis Maxwell, Director of Youth Music and Organist | janis@athensfirstumc.org
Rusty Wood, Director of Recreation | rusty@athensfirstumc.org

The Worship of God
on
The Fifth Sunday in Lent

Gathering
The Prelude

“The Gift to Be Simple” 				

The Welcome and Opening Prayer

Wood
Led by Martha Aenchbacher

The Call to Worship
9:45 & 11:00

“Forty Days and Forty Nights”
Sung by the Sanctuary Choir

Aus der Tiefe rufe ich

Praise & Thanksgiving
*The Hymn

“Revive Thy Work, O Lord”



ST. THOMAS

Revive Thy work, O Lord, thy mighty arm make bare;
Speak with the voice that wakes the dead, and make Thy people hear.
Revive Thy work, O Lord, disturb this sleep of death;
Quicken the smoldering embers now by Thine almighty breath.
Revive Thy work, O Lord, create soul-thirst for Thee;
And hungering for the Bread of Life, oh, may our spirits be!
Revive Thy work, O Lord, exalt Thy precious Name;
And, by the Holy Ghost, our love for Thee and Thine inflame.
Revive Thy work, O Lord, and give refreshing showers;
The glory shall be all Thine own, the blessing, Lord, be ours.
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*The Prayer of Confession		

God of compassion,
you are slow to anger and full of mercy,
welcoming sinners who return to you with penitent hearts.
Receive in your loving embrace
all who come home to you.
Seat them at your bountiful table of grace,
that, with all your children,
they may feast with delight
on all that satisfies the hungry heart.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.

* The Kyrie

Kyrie, Kyrie eleison
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison,
Christe, Christe eleison,
Christe, Christe eleison,
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison
Kyrie, Kyrie eleison, eleison

Translation: Lord have mercy; Christ have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

*The Passing of the Peace
The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer


Led by Beth Dickinson
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory, forever. Amen.

Proclamation of the Word
The Offering

*Please stand as you are able.
The congregation speaks or sings the text in bold type.
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The Offertory Anthem

8:30 “Healing Is in Your Hands”

Nockels

Sung by Julie Caldwell

9:45 & 11:00 “God So Loved the World”			

Stainer

Sung by Sanctuary Choir
This anthem has been placed in the choir library to the Glory of God and in honor of
the birthday of Muriel Turner by Dianne Wall and Kate Lynch.
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoso, believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. God sent not His Son into the world to condemn
the world; but that the world through Him might be saved.

*The Doxology 

The Old 100th
Praise God throughout these forty days. Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God
did raise. And praise the Spirit who imparts God’s love in Christ into our
hearts. Amen.

The Scripture 

Ezekiel 37:1-14
The hand of the Lord came upon me,
and he brought me out by the spirit
of the Lord and set me down in the
middle of a valley; it was full of bones.
2
He led me all around them; there
were very many lying in the valley,
and they were very dry. 3 He said to
me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I
answered, “O Lord God, you know.”
4
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to
these bones, and say to them: O dry
bones, hear the word of the Lord.
5
Thus says the Lord God to these
bones: I will cause breath to enter you,
and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews
on you, and will cause flesh to come
upon you, and cover you with skin,
and put breath in you, and you shall
live; and you shall know that I am the
Lord.”7 So I prophesied as I had been
commanded; and as I prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling,

and the bones came together, bone
to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come
upon them, and skin had covered
them; but there was no breath in
them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy
to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and
say to the breath: Thus says the Lord
God: Come from the four winds, O
breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as
he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived, and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
11
Then he said to me, “Mortal, these
bones are the whole house of Israel.
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up,
and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy,
and say to them, Thus says the Lord
God: I am going to open your graves,
and bring you up from your graves, O
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my people; and I will bring you back
to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall
know that I am the Lord, when I open
your graves, and bring you up from
your graves, O my people. 14 I will put

The Message		

“A People of Hope”



my spirit within you, and you shall live,
and I will place you on your own soil;
then you shall know that I, the Lord,
have spoken and will act, says the
Lord.”
Chuck Hodges

Response to the Word
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. In love you made us for yourself;
and when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, your love
remained steadfast. You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts and prepare
with joy for the Easter feast, that, renewed by your Word and Sacraments and
fervent in prayer and works of justice and mercy, we may come to the fullness of
grace that you have prepared for those who love you. And so, with your people on
earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are filled
with your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name, who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna
in the highest.
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, whom you sent in the fullness of
time to redeem the world. He emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being
born in our likeness. He humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even
death on a cross. He took upon himself our sin and death and offered himself,
a perfect sacrifice for the sin of the whole world. By the baptism of his suffering,
death and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to
sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. On the
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night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke
the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” When the supper was over, he took the
cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” And
so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in
praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering
for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world
the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final
victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with
the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now
and forever.
Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.

The Receiving of the Bread and Wine

At Athens First United Methodist Church, all are invited to commune at Christ’s table. If you need to be served
in your pew, please call this to the attention of an usher. Gluten free communion elements are available at the
stations in the front of the sanctuary.

*The Hymn 420

“Breathe On Me, Breath of God” 

TRENTHAM

*The Blessing
*The Choral Response 
8:30

In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever;
Till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.

9:45 & 11:00 “Sevenfold Amen”			
Sung by the Sanctuary Choir

Lutkin
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*The Postlude 

“Mighty Are Thy Works, O Lord”	

Davidson

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin R. Kenny and Mr. T. C. DeVore by Mr. and Mrs. Mike DeVore and
their children.
The flowers in the narthex are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Mark Franklin Stewart by Jennifer Stewart, children, and grandchildren.

April Ushers
8:30 a.m. Jim Belger, Ann Brown,
Paul Brown, Larry Deal, Hugh
Larkey, Mack Lowery, Jim Lyons,
Candler Meadors, Olan Moore,
Bob Noble, Grace Rabek, Ken
Reece, Keith Wilson, Michael &
Sharon Broun
9:45 a.m. Chris Bostdorff, Tom
Cooper, David and Jane Disney,
Mark Ellison, Mark Firth, Tom
Hedges, Dan Lasseter, Jim Lyons,
Sharon Milton, Tom Milton, Al
Rogers, Bill Trigleth, Michelle
McNeill, & Reeves McNeill
11:00 a.m. Al Hawley, Charles
Grimes, Henry Folsom, Tom Henson
Henry Garrard, Jim Lyons, Jake Riley,
Frank Thornberg, Mike Scott

Attendance on March 30
Sunday School ............................... 400
Total Worship ...............................1221
8:30 a.m...............................................225
9:45 a.m...............................................427
11:00 a.m.............................................476
Online.....................................................93

Greeters
Joye and Jerry Baker, Cindy Colby,
Christy and Randy Felix, Laura Meeks,
Sharon Sellars, Trish Tillman, Lauren
Covington, Kerrigan Pruett, and
Mason Jones

First Light Acolytes
8:30 Matt Moseley and Georgia Laster
9:45 Campbell Cona, Toby Chapeau,
and, Parissa Shedd
11:00 Anna Marian Block and
Matthew Ward

Financial Report
Budget for 2014

Amount Given YTD 
Goal for March 
Amount after 4 Sundays

$2,431,008
$685,240
$203,343
$227,353

Offering Stewards
Bob Booth and Charlie Grimes,
co-chairman; Jim Lyons, Nat Carmack,
Henry Garrard, Nathan King, Al Hawley,
Sean Rogers, Charlie Upchurch III
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OOK

GREAT DAY OF SERVICE MAY 3
athensfirstumc.org/gdos

“L” is for the way you look for your project.
OUR PARTNERS
Salvation Army, Action Ministries, Bigger Vision,
Mercy Health Center, Sparrow’s Nest, Project Safe,
and Smart Lunch, Smart Kids.
OUR PROJECTS
There are projects for all ages and skill levels.
Some of the projects include planting a community
garden, construction work, organizing, lunch
assembly, putting together health care kits, and
general cleaning.
If you don’t see a projects that’s right for you or you
have questions, contact Betsy Butler.
Contact:
Betsy Butler | betsy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

The Steeple | 8

Member News
Sympathy

Heartfelt Christian sympathy is extended to Robert Miles and family in the loss
of his brother, Ray Miles, on March 22.
Heartfelt Christian sympathy is extended to Barbara McConnell and family in
the loss of her father on March 28.

In Memoriam
Jeanne LaGrone
March 25, 2014

New Arrivals

Congratulations to Carolyn and Chris Morgan on the birth of their twins,
Eleanor Ruth and James Paulk, on September 16, 2013.
Congratulations to Angela and Harris Hawk on the birth of their daughter,
Alden Grace, on March 21. Alden is the granddaughter of Beth and Tom Hawk.
Congratulations to Leigh Ann and Casey Kane on the birth of their son, Tanner
Weekley, on March 25.

Ways to Fish
For more information about fishing, visit athensfirstumc.org/im-new/sermons
and listen to January 26 sermon, “Those Called to Fish Must Fish.“

Boy Scout BBQ | Today

Boy Scout Troop 1 is selling BBQ chicken box lunches for $8.50 per plate
for pick-up today from 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Lunches will be available in
the kitchen for carry out or you may dine in Hancock Hall. Limited walk-up
lunches will be available. Thank you for supporting Troop 1 as they raise funds
for trips and equipment for our growing and active Scout troop.
Contact: Jeanna Wilson | jeannaw@uga.edu

Dish Soap Needed for Souper Supper Store

Thank you for bringing in peanut butter crackers, cans of ravioli, packages
of Spam, and toilet paper. This week bottles of dish soap are needed for the
Thursday evening Souper Supper store. These items go to those in need in our
community. Please bring donations to the basket behind the reception desk.
Contact: Mary DeLoach | marymdeloach@yahoo.com or
Kate Kelly | kate@weequahic.com
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College Student Sunday School Class | New Series

Undergraduate college students and working young adults, join us in Bridges
on Sunday mornings. We meet at noon in Hull Dining Room (following 11:00
a.m. worship) for fellowship, a lesson, and lunch (provided). This class is going
to study Adam Hamilton’s 24 Hours That Changed the World. Newcomers are
always welcome!
Contact: Beth Dickinson | beth@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442 or
Dr. Michelle Woodard | mdmikki@aol.com

Easter Lilies | Order by April 7

Lilies will once again be placed on our altar for Easter Sunday services. They
may be purchased for $12.00 each in memory or in honor of a loved one.
Orders with payment must be placed at the church office or by mail by April 7.
Lilies may be picked up on Easter Sunday, April 20, after the 11:00 a.m. service
or on Monday, April 21.
Contact: Cookie Daniel | cookied@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Newcomer Orientation | April 13

All guests are welcome to attend the Newcomer Orientation, April 13, in
Hancock Hall. Two sessions are offered, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. No need to
R.S.V.P. Information about Athens First United Methodist will be shared,
including ways to get involved and how to become a member. Find out more
information online, athensfirstumc.org/newcomerorientations.
Contact: Martha Aenchbacher | martha@athensfirstumc.org

Maundy Thursday |April 17 at 6:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday is an alternate name for Holy Thursday, the first of the three
days of solemn remembrance of the events leading up to and immediately
following the crucifixion of Jesus. The English word “Maundy” comes from the
Latin mandatum, which means “commandment.” As recorded in John’s gospel,
on his last night before his betrayal and arrest, Jesus washed the feet of his
disciples and then gave them a new commandment to love one another as
he had loved them (John 13:34). This is why services on this night generally
include the washing of feet or other acts of physical care as an integral part of
the celebration. Our Maundy Thursday service takes place April 17 at
6:00 p.m. and does not include foot washing; however, we do serve
communion.

Easter Egg Hunt | April 19

All families with children from infant to grade 4 are invited to celebrate Easter
with us at the annual Easter Egg Hunt at 3:00 p.m. on April 19 at the Dixon
Farm. Please donate one dozen filled eggs per child attending (no chocolate
please). Eggs can be dropped off at the church office by Wednesday April 16.
Visit athensfirstumc.org/easteregghunt for more details.
Contact: Ashley Gottschalk | ashley@athensfirstumc.org
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Chick-fil-A Meals Offered on Wednesday Evenings
Chick-fil-A meals are available on Wednesday evenings. Pick up your meal(s)
in Hull Dining Room between 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Four meals options are available:
• $5 Sandwich Meal: Classic Chick-fil-a sandwich, chips, and a drink
• $5 Nugget Meal: 6-count box of original nuggets, chips, and a drink
• $5 Grilled Nugget Meal: 6-count box of grilled nuggets, chips and a drink
• $5 Veggie Wrap Meal: Veggie wrap, chips, and a drink
Advance registration is required. Please register by noon the Tuesday before.
Register in person at Athens First United Methodist by signing up at the
reception desk, or by calling the church office. Also register and pay online at
athensfirstumc.org/registration.
Contact: Beth Dickinson | beth@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Senior Fun Luncheon | April 24

Please reserve your seat as early as possible for the Thursday, April 24 Senior
Fun Luncheon. Darrell Huckaby, a popular speaker and writer because of his
down home humor and unique reflections on life in the South, will be our
featured guest. Please R.S.V.P. to the church office by April 21 at noon. Lunch
on Thursday will begin at 12:30 p.m. and the cost is $6.
Contact: Dan Maxey | 706-340-5097

Youth Sunday | April 27

Join us in celebrating Youth Sunday on April 27! The youth will be leading the
8:30, 9:45, and 11:00 services that morning. The senior class will be recognized
during the 11:00 service. For more information, contact Josh Miles.
Contact: Josh Miles | josh@athensfirstumc.org

Children’s Music Program | April 27

Join us on April 27 at 4:00 p.m. in our sanctuary for the Children’s Music
Ministries Spring Concert titled A Child Shall Lead with Hearts, Hands, and
Voices. This year’s concert will be a child-led worship service. Following
the service we invite everyone to attend a pot luck dinner at 5:15 p.m. in
Hancock Hall. The church will be supplying fried chicken, please bring your
favorite side dish. Please let us know you are coming to the pot luck by
visiting athensfirstumc.org/cmmspringconcert or by calling the church office.
For concert information contact: Carol Reeves| creeves@athensfirstumc.org
| 706-543-1442 For pot luck information contact Martha Aenchbacher |
martha@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442

Prayers for the April 2014 Tijuana Mission Trip

Please remember the April mission trip to Tijuana, Mexico in your prayers as
they travel and serve April 5-11. Those serving: Ellen Bryson, Ben Butler, Betsy
Butler, Virginia Beth Butler, Chuck Chapeau, Johnny Jarrett, Seele Jarrett, Taylor
Miller, Garett Walker, Bill Walker, Maria Winstead, and Susan Winstead.
Contact: Betsy Butler | betsy@athensfirstumc.org | 706-543-1442
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This Week

For a detailed calendar see our website, athensfirstumc.org/calendar.
Maps of the church are located in the narthex, at the front entrance of the sanctuary.

Sunday, April 6
Ezekiel 37:1-14

8:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
			
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:45 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:45 p.m.

International Retreat
Tijuana Mexico Mission Trip
Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Preschool Nursery and Sunday School
Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Sunday School Classes
Sack Lunch Ministry (Hull Street Entrance)
Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Boy Scouts Troop 1 BBQ (Kitchen)
Bridges Class and Lunch (Hull Dining Room)
Volley Performance (Gym)
Cub Scouts (Hancock Hall)
Cub Scout Pack 1 (Scout Hut)
Agape Rehearsal (Room 163)
Alleluia Ringers (Room 165)
Wesleyan Youth Choir Rehearsal (Room 163)
Route 56 Open Road (Room 123-125)
Carillon Ringers (Room 165)
Disciple 2 (Room 254)
Disciple 1 (Room 256)
Encounter

Monday, April 7
Psalm 130
7:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
1:15 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Tijuana Mexico Mission Trip
Men’s Bible Study (Hull Dining Room)
United Methodist Women Exec. Board Meeting (Room 254)
Monday Bible Study Group (John Wesley Parlor)
Finance Committee Meeting (Hull Dining Room)
Volley Performance (Gym)

Tuesday, April 8
Romans 8:6-11
9:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Tijuana Mexico Mission Trip
Wesley Foundation Staff Meeting (Hull Dining Room)
Community Bible Study Leaders Council (Youth Area)
Girls’ Spring Volleyball League (Gym)
Boy Scouts | Troop 1 (Scout Hut)
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Wednesday, April 9
John 11:1-45
9:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m.

4:45 p.m.
5:15 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
5:45 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Tijuana Mexico Mission Trip
Gospel of John Bible Study (Hull Dining Room)
Children’s Lyric Choir and Celebrate Chimes (Music Suite)
Prayer Shawl Ministry (Room 221)
Fun Gym (Gym)
Chick-fil-a (Hull Dining Room)
Early Book Group (Room 261)
Jesus Calling Express Study (Room 252)
Route 56 GPS (Rooms 123-125)
Children’s Cherub, Celebrate, Sonshine, Joy Choirs, Lyric Chimes (Music Suite)
Connect Small Group | Sams (Rooms 257)
Connect Small Group | Langley (Room 255)
Men’s Study | It’s Not Too Late (Room 256)
Connect Small Group | Tabernacle (Room 363)
Connect Small Group | The Psalm Trees (Room 362)
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Room 163)
Lent for Everyone: Matthew (Room 253)
Connect Small Group | Allen/Anderson (Room 128)
24 Hours That Changed the World Lenten Study (Hancock Hall)
Later Book Study (Room 261)
Engage | One Student Ministries (Youth Area)
Chamber Ensemble (Room 163)

Thursday, April 10
Isaiah 43:1-7
5:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Tijuana Mexico Mission Trip
Fashion Fitness (Gym)
Community Bible Study
Souper Supper (Hancock Hall)
Girls’ Spring Volleyball League (Gym)
Men’s Softball (Bishop Park)

Friday, April 11
Isaiah 43:16-21
6:30 p.m.

Tijuana Mexico Mission Trip
REACH International Bible Study and Dinner (Adult Sunday School Hall)

Saturday, April 12
Exodus 12:21-27
10:00 a.m.

Youth Soccer (Gym)
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